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Summary of scientific research

Her research focussed on immunological problems when organs are transplanted between individuals, a topic
which she has studied in different ways during all her career. Transplantations carry not only immunological
risks, such as rejection, but also pose many ethical questions, as important today as they were in the 1960s.

The research of Erna Méller and her many younger colleagues have contributed to safer clinical transplantation
of organs, such as kidneys, but also for stem cell transplantation — a treatment for leukemia. Their science
has also contributed to the understanding of a set of genes that control immunological reactions, not only in
transplantation, but of crucial importance to regulate immune reactions, such as the risk for various autoimmune
diseases.
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